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OLC 73-1417

6 DEC 1973

The Honorable Joha L. McClellan
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations
United Statesm Senate

Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In response to your request | bave agaian reviewed the question of
disclosure of the individual budget figures for ihe various depariments
and agencies within the intelligence congnuaity as well as the release of
the total figure for the intelligence cornmunity.

1 etill feel, as I stated in my letter of 27 July 1973 to you on this
subject (copy enclosed), that disclosure of these figures would e=tablish
a precedeat for further diecloasures and debats which would reve.l infor-
mation about our intelligence effort which would aot be in the natioral
interest.

I am aware of the recomimendation recently made by the :;pecial
Cenunittee to Study Investigations Belated to Secret and Confidertial
Documents (Senate Report 93-466) on tk{s subject. I would have no
objection to your advising the co-chairmen of that Committee of ihe
breakdown of figures for the intelligenca comn.unity orally on a classi-
fled basis, as suggested in my earlier letter.

Sinrerely,
K ,‘N’,vgi .E! leb“
W. E. Colby
Directer
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D Deny Mr. Chnﬁrmm’ix

You nslwa for my views on the dlsclesure In the Committes's
report of budgoet fgures fop the Navenol Intelligunce Program
which I pregented to tha Committon on 11 July 10v2. Disclonura of |
the total figure in the Comunittac's roport would not In my view progsont

‘& security problem at this time. It would, however, act a precadent
- for disclosure of this figuce annually. I this were o cocur, the aunusl
CL fivotuations ia owr totol intelligence affeit would Lo revesalod. 3 do
not Dellave & would be $n the nationaal Intarost to dleolosy this kind

of fuformaiion to fovalgm mticam.

Tho publi@ divolosure ci budguet tolale for DIA and State/INR have
not pregeated secuvily problems, Public diselomure of tolal figures
{for oll the programe, hivwaever, would reveal a good deal abowt (he
Aateibution of our atelligence rasourcos among diflevent typus of
intelgence activily, euch as elondastine colleotlon, sipunia interaupt,
and ovarhead reconnuipsanco. More lmportandy, &n annual vp~dota
of sach figures would provide insights Ioto the changes snd tronds
in our Intalligence programs which could be damn*rmg to fnteldgenca
HOURCOR ami wmothoda.

In @ more genwrul sense, { am concavied that publie dizadvsure
of total intelligenca figures will lond fo provsuras for further pubile
erplanations of the programs for wiielh the moales wure approprlnied.
Any govuiiny of thie substonow of he programs Ly other than thosy
suthoined cowld, i3 Wy view, ba danmagl ux@: tr fatelligenos sourcos
end mothods, :
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. I understand, however, your wish that selected membeors of
" the Senate not now privy to such information be advised of the
 breakdown of figures for national intelligence activities into CIA,
DIA, NSA, Army, Navy, Air Force and State Department. I
have no objection on security grounds to the disclosure of this
bpeakdown orally to such members on & classified basis.

I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that there are many considerations
in determining the optimum position on the public disclosure of
intelligonce budget figures. The views I have expressed above

. addross only those considerations for which I am pzimarily res-
ponsible under the National Security Act of 1947 ~- the protection
o of intelligonce sourccs and methods. The final Getermination of
what should or should not be publicly disclosed is, in my viow,
" the proper function of the Congross. S
Sincorely,

G W B Colby
| " W. E. Colby

"’11 o
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